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FOREWORD 


All praise is due only to Allaah. We laud Him and beseech His aid 
and beg forgiveness only from Him and believe in Him and rely 
solely on Him. We seek salvation in Him from the evils of our inner 
selves and the vices of our actions. There is none to misguide one 
whom Allaah intends to guide. I bear witness that there is no one 
worthy of worship but Allaah, the One who has no partner. I also 
testify that Hadhrat Muhammad 9 is the faithful servant and the Last 
Rasul of Allaah. May Allaah Ta’ala’s mercy be on him, his family 
and his Sahabaah Tt and may He bless them and raise their status. 


The booklet “What is Bid’ah?” by Moulana Muhammad Ata’ ullaah 
Bandyaalwe explains various aspects of Bid’ah viz: 

1.) Definition of Bid’ at ; 

2.) Finality of Nabuwaat and completion of Deen ; 

3.) Ambiyaa were humans ; 

4.) Nabi p was a practical example for the whole of Ummah ; 

5.) That which Nabi p and the Sahabah 7 did not do is Bid’ah ; 

6.) Consequences of Bid’ ah ; 

7.) The fatwa of various Sahabah T ; 

8.) Disliking Bid’ ah in light of Ahadeeth . 


Some salient facts elucidated: 


1.) Deen is easy, perfect and complete ; 

2.) Nabi p has completely delivered the message ; 

3.) Sahabah 7 are a criterion for what is right and wrong, 
Islaamic and un- Islaamic, truth and falsehood ; 

4.) One has to observe the time, place, method and manner 
when performing any action to conform to the Sunnat ; 

5.) A Bid’ati does not want to repent for they feel that they are 
doing nothing contrary to Shariat ; 

6.) All good actions are not necessarily rewarding ; 

7.) Only those actions that were sanctioned by Nabi p and the 
Sahabah T are considered good deeds and rewarding ; 

8.) Do not do an act which is not proven in Shariat, by doing 
this act one is indirectly claiming to be more guided than 
Nabi p and the Sahabah T ; 

9.) There is no basic separation between Bid’at Hasanah and 
Bid’ at Saiyah ; 

10.) One involved in Bid’at is blind to Sharee proofs. 


These days some in order to justify Bid’at like congregation loud 
Zikr in union in the Masjid, state that this is done due to: 

a. Deteriorating sprirtual status of the Ummat ; 

b. To prevent the Ummat from going to wrong places ; 

c. To gain proximity to Allaah Ta’ala and 

d. It feels really nice and good after and during these sessions. 


All the above are not Sharee proofs. Furthermore the Ahle Bid’at 
will then justify their numerous Bid’at using the very same (4) un- 
Islaamic reasons. 


Moreover, those involved in music, drugs and open vile 
transgressions also say that they feel nice and good after and during 
their session. (In fact then Bid’at will have to be redefined.) May 
Allaah Jalla Majdahu guide us all. 
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To conclude we quote Moualan Idris Khandhelvi (A.R): “A 
speciality of Islaam is that it has the care, beauty and essence of all 
the precious Shariats. Has the wisdoms of all the wise combined. All 
good has been taken and all bad and evil has been discarded for our 
benefit.” 


Hadhrat Zaid bin Arqam T narrates that Nabi p said: “I have not left 
out any good about which I have ordered you (to do) and have not 
left out any evil thing which I have not prohibited you all from.” 
(Tabarani) (see Page 29/ 30 of Ilm Kalaam of Moulana Idris 
Khandhelvi (A.R) 


Thus good has been explained, evil explained. Deen is complete. 
What tends to the proximity and gains the nearness to Allaah Ta’ala 
has been detailed. There is no need to innovate, for fame, glory, 
power, seat, quantity of Mureeds, for ‘market’ share and being 
different leads many astray. 


Make duaa that Allaah Jalla Majdahu guides us to act on the Sunnat 
and grant us the ability to Shun Bid’at. 


A. H. Elias (Mufti) 
1428/ 2007 


One of our illustrious Mufassereen, Maulana Husain Ali Alwaany 
dex plidile established near Waabichraa, in a remote area a 
Madressah where people could come and learn the noble Quran. He 
had spent his entire life there spreading the Se (Oneness of 
Allaah 8) and the Sunnah (lifestyle of Nabi athe), While he was 
there the polytheists and innovators had caused him much difficulty 
and oppression. They tried every method to stop him from his 
efforts and works for the noble cause of spreading Islaam. However, 
notwithstanding the setbacks he kept up his efforts in the spreading 
of the truth and disseminating the message of the noble Quraan and 
Sunnah. His hard work had such an impact on his students that they 
too followed on in his footsteps. Wherever they went they presented 
the correct proofs and evidences of the noble Quraan and Sunnah 
challenging Shirk (polytheism) and Bid’ ah (innovations). 


In the year 1957, his students established a Jamaat called ‘the 
council of spreading Tauheed (Oneness of Allaah 8%) and the 
Sunnah (lifestyle of Nabi '£). Their duty was to continue the 
noble works of Maulana Husain Ali Alwaany dam pide Besides, 
challenging the Baatil (falsehood) they also worked on propagation 
of Tauheed (the Oneness of Allaah #8) and focusing on the 
beloved Seerah of Nabi “©. Wherever they opposed Shirk 
(polytheism) they also raised their voices against Bid’ah 
(innovations) and un-Islaamic customs. 


This booklet that is in your hands is about the truth and the evils of 
Bid’ah (innovations). Definitely, the challenge against Bid’ah 
(innovations) is much more difficult than challenging Shirk 
(polytheism). Understanding the facts behind Bidat (innovations) are 
more difficult then understanding the truth of Shirk (polytheism), 
because Bid’ah (innovations) deceives one in believing that one is 
acting rightfully. It is like slow poisoning, the capsule tastes sweet 
but the inside is bitter. 
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And, the saddest part of it all is that those who had once rigorously 
opposed Bid’ah (innovations) are now also caught up in their 
comfort zones and are silent about it. 


In fact, the founding principles of Darul Uloom Deoband were 
based upon spreading the truth about Tauheed (Oneness of Allaah 
8) and the Sunnah (lifestyle of Nabi #252); and rejecting Shirk 
(polytheism) and Bid’ah (innovations). In this respect, all praises are 


due to Allaah #8, the ‘Council of spreading the Tauheed (Oneness 


of Allaah 8) and the Sunnah (lifestyle of Nabi OE) was 
established. 
WHAT IS BID’ AH? 


All praises are due to Allaah #8, the Rabb of the worlds. And, may 
peace and salutations be upon the Chief of the Ambiyaa 3€€'; his 
family and his noble Companions “«#-, 


The most truthful of all books is the Book of Allaah® and the best 
of ways is the way of Nabi«#£. The worst of deeds is that of 


innovations and all innovations are false. The ultimate destiny of 
falsehood is the fire of Hell. 


Allaah 2% 


says in the noble Quraan: 


YS ep gies SE e285 755d cL adi 
lis 

“This Day have I perfected your Deen for you, completed My 

favour upon you, and have chosen for you Islaam As your Deen.” 


[Maaidah] 
Z 


[ggiild Ade aSl ei Lag o 988 J que pI ASUIL. 
“Take whatever the Messenger has given you; and abstain from 
that which he has prohibited you.” 


Nabix2s<= has said: 
3) 9g de yard Le lale UG pel 28 Crsal pe 


“Whosoever invents something new in the Deen is rejected.” 
[Bukhari Muslim] 


Qangedl Gyr! yl] ell Tl dhe 9 cthes Sale 


“Hold fast onto my Sunnah (way of life) and the Sunnah (way of 
life) of the rightly guided Khulafaa (Caliphs).” [Tirmithi] 


Respected readers! We thank Allaah “8 for His countless of 
blessings and favours. We thank Him for making us from amongst 
the best of His creations and for blessing us with the great wealth of 
Imaan and Islaam. 


And, indeed the greatest of all blessings is that Allaah &% has made 
us from the Ummah (followers) of the Chief of all the Ambiyaa 
“6\: Nabi Muhammad <2 thus including us in His noble 
statement: 


ul Ga yd] el ak ails 


“You are the best of nations taken out for the people.” [Bagarah] 


THE FINALITY OF NABUWAAT SEALED THE 
COMPLETION OF DEEN 


The Deen (religion) that Nabi Aadam *\ came with was the same 
Deen (religion) that the other Ambiyaa = came with. Viz: Nooh 
c5\- Ebrahim and Ismaaeel *&=\; Moosa and Haroon *; 
Dawood and Sulayman 8. The culmination of all of these 
“religions” was upon the advent of Nabi ele 


Nabi 252 had helped the people recognize their Creator, Allaah 
&. He made a concerted effort on humankind for a total of 
Twenty-three years continuously. He spread the Deen enduring 
much difficulty and oppression from the people. He continued his 


noble responsibility in the face of suffering and vulgarity. 


Then, in the year 9 Hijri on the occasion of the Farewell Hajj on the 
Plain of Arafaat he presented the historical Khutbah (sermon) in 
front of approximately One Hundred Thousand Sahabah +* 4!» 
saying: 


“O People! Listen attentively. 


ie peal: a2 SI 5! Y ih ; 


Perhaps I may not see you after this year...” 


(Those who consider Nabi AE to be Omni-present should give 
this saying of Nabi 22 some thought. He has so aptly elaborated 
that he will pass away from the world and will be unable to see 
anyone thereafter. We learn from this too that Nabi “2 is also 
unable to see the visitors that come to his grave.) 


On that occasion Allaah 8 announced: 
(VS ep gies TE Ag Sh Sd ELST pai 
lis 
“This Day have I perfected your Religion for you, completed My 


favour upon you, and have chosen for you Islaam As your religion.” 
[Maaidah] 


It is clear from this verse that the Deen of Islaam is complete. And 
Islaam is an all-encompassing Deen. It has set out for its followers 
guidance and laws to fulfil all spheres of life, thus making us 
independent of all other lifestyles. 


By revealing the Noble Quraan Allaah 4 announces: 


et OSS LG 


“The laws are explained clearly.” 


And, by sending Nabi “852 He announces: 


Ati § gal ai! J gan y cof aSt OLS wal 
“Indeed, in the way of Nabi 2 is an excellent example for you 
to follow.” 


ALL OF THE AMBIYAA 3 WERE HUMANS, SO THAT 
MAN COULD FOLLOW THEIR EXAMPLE 
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Allaah #8 made the Ambiyaa © humans so that their Ummah 
(followers) could take an example and learn from their practical 


ways. 


Consider for a moment ... if the Ambiyaa S&\ were made of light, 
then they would not have eaten; they would not have married and 
had children; they would not have experienced any sort of grief and 
worries; they would not have had homes to stay in; they would not 
have fallen ill or got hurt; they would not have done any business or 
trade etc... then how would it be possible for humans to follow 
them? 


Take for example: The Nabi would have told the people to be good 
towards their spouses. The people would have responded by telling 
him that: “How dare you tell us such things when you do not know 
what it is to have a wife. If you had a wife, then you would have 
realized the reality of marriage.” 


Another example is that the Nabi would have advised the people to 
be trustworthy and honest in their business dealings, but then the 
people would have responded saying: “Yes, what you are saying 1s 
quite true. However, since you do not have any children to feed and 
to worry about bringing them up and getting them married etc, you 
will not know what it is to do business?” 


Based upon this, Allaah 8% made the Ambiyaa 3) humans who 
married and had children. They experienced life’s difficulties and 
sadness just like the rest of us. And, they also traded in goods and 
conducted businesses. Hence, they too experienced the day to day 
necessities just like other humans. Yet, they worshipped Allaah 8% 
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and obeyed Him. They led the people by example, so that the people 
may look and learn from their noble practices and ways of life. 


THE CHIEF OF ALL THE AMBIYAA 5), NABI = WAS 


A PRACTICAL EXAMPLE FOR THE UMMAH 


Let us now examine the noble life of our beloved Nabi “52. In fact, 
if we truly do an in-depth study into the life of Nabi Oa, we would 
find that every minute detail of his noble life is recorded in the 
books of Hadeeth and Seerah, and there is an answer to every aspect 
of our day to day problems. Whether it be something to do with 
marriage or divorce; health or illness; on journey or staying at home; 
at the time of war and even during peace; guidelines for parents and 
children; examples of leadership and simple down to earth labour; 
instructions for conducting one’s affairs in the Masjid as well as 
shopping centres; aspects relating to Ibaadah (Worship) and trade; 
methods of Salaah; fasting; funerals; Hajj; sacrifice; Umrah; etc. In 
short, all issues relating to our daily lives are found in the Noble 
Seerah of our Beloved Nabi “32, 


The extent and detail to which his Seerah educates is exceptional, 
because we learn from it simple etiquettes such as spitting and 
urinating. He has told us that we must not spit in the direction of the 
Blessed Kabah. We must also desist from relieving ourselves in the 
direction of the Blessed Kabah. He has directed us to abstain from 
urinating in the street and to refrain from even urinating in the 
direction of the wind. 
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Just ponder over this for a moment! The being who has taught us all 
of these simple etiquettes... do you think that it is possible he could 
not have taught us about the more important issues of life? Did he 
not do business? Did he not marry? Certainly, he did and along with 
that he taught us how to go about doing these. 


THAT WHICH NABI <= AND THE SAHABAH +2 
HAD NOT DONE’ IS' UNDOUBTEDLY  BID’AH 
(INNOVATION) 


If the aforementioned is understood well and we agree upon the fact 
that the Deen was completed and fully shown to us through the life 
of Nabi 252... and we agree that every aspect of his life and Seerah 
was recorded and is worthy of emulating; and we also agree that the 
following of his way-of-life is regarded as Deen and by acting 
contrary to his Sunnah is not regarded as Deen, then we must submit 
to the fact that all of our actions should be in accordance to his 
Sunnah and only such would be considered as Deen. 


If we do any act of worship or good deeds, which is not found in the 
Seerah of Nabi naib or the practices of the pious Khulafaa; or if it 
was not found in the time of his noble Sahabah’s «* #'+-., then such 
would be understood as mere deception and misunderstanding of 
Deen. Such is regarded as Bid’ ah (innovations). 


HADHRAT HUTHAYFAH BIN YAMAAN “««4t-2 SAYS: 
Fier pris pre car eon increas ras 
SU Fy al JsY! OW gant a ale 5 le 

Re Pah cece Well merece parr nyt 


aSls (1S 
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“Do not do such acts of worship that were not carried out by the 
Sahabah © *\, because the first people had not left anything 
incomplete for the later people. Therefore, O Muslims! Fear Allaah 

88 and hold fast onto the ways of the pious predecessors.” 


THE ONE WHO INDULGES IN BID’AH CONSIDERS THE 


DEEN TO BE INCOMPLETE AND (Allaah forbid) NABI Rw 
TO BE A TRAITOR. 


If someone does a particular form of worship that was neither 
practiced by Nabi “= nor shown to us by the Sahabah «©, 
then such a person considers the Deen to be incomplete, because his 
new type of worship was not found in the original Deen. 


Besides, he also indirectly claims that the form of worship he is 
doing (Allaah forbid) was not practised by Nabi “2 or his 
Sahabah «*#'~ =. In other words, he knows more than what Nabi 
“S32 and his Sahabah #'—) knew. And, for arguments sake if 
they had known about this form of worship, then (Allaah forbid) 
they had hidden it away from the people and they failed in their duty 
of spreading the Deen. Such a claim against Nabi 2 and his 
Sahabah +“ is in fact Kufr (disbelief). 


IMAAM MAALIK 44! EXPLAINS IN THE 
FOLLOWING MANNER: 


looms (yl ac} 88 tie bel yy des & Sl Cpe 
Joa dl GY Uta Gls alas cule il tus 
aSijs aS) LS! a oil 
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"Whosoever innovates in the Deen and considers his actions 
worthy of reward, then such a person is in fact claiming that 
Nabis<e failed in his duty of passing on the message of Allaah. 
Hence, whatever form of worship was not found in those times must 
certainly be left out. Allaah® says: "I have completed the Deen for 


m 


you. 


Respected reader! The point I am making is that we must examine 
and study all of our Ibaadats (worships). Were they practised by 
Nabi “5s and his Sahaabah “© or not? If our practises are 
found in the life history of Nabi <2 and his Sahaabah «©, 
then such practises would be regarded as Sunnah. The result of 
which is reward. Such actions would be Consiceree the Deen and 
worthy of Allaah &’s pleasure. Nabi 2 would be pleased with 
US. 


However, if we do not find our action in the life history of Nabi 

ce and his Sahaabah «*#'—., then no matter how wonderful it 

may seem, such practises would not be regarded as the Deen. But 

rather it would be regarded as Bid’ah, deception and worthy of 
38 ’s anger. Nabi ““) would become displeased with us. 


BID’AH IS A DISGIUSE TO EVIL JUST AS POISON IS 
SOMETIMES HIDDEN UNDER A_ SWEET-TASTING 
CAPSULE 


Whenever Bid’ah is spoken out against and refuted and its customs 
are discouraged and people are made to understand its evils, then 
those who indulge in Bid’ah practices proclaim to the gullible and 
innocent public thus: 
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“These Wahhabis are stopping us from doing good deeds. They do 
not want us to recite Durood and Salaam and they are stopping us 
from repeating the Kalimah. We are not doing anything wrong; we 
are not swearing at anyone; but all that we are doing is good deeds.” 


It is also said that reciting Durood and Salawaat in a loud voice 
before and after Athaan is Bid’ah, because such a practice was not 
found in the early period of Islaam. Sayyadina Bilal #*“W, who 
was indeed a true lover of Nabi Ae, called out the Athaan for 
almost ten years and also in the presence of Nabi are, yet he did 
not do as such. 


If we study the lives of Sayyadina Abu Bakr *+*“\-=.; Sayyadina 
Umar “©“\74); Sayyadina Uthmaan **“-=. Sayyadina Ali ##“W; 
Sayyadina Hasan and Husain +“; Sayyadina Muaawiyah 
dicdiia): the rest of the other Sahabah «*“'~; the practises of the 
‘Ashare Mubasharaah’ (the ten Sahaabah «*#'—. who were given 
the glad tidings of Jannah); the Sahaabah +**+ =~ of Badr; the 
Tabieen and the Tabe Tabieen; the Ai‘mmah Mujtahedeen; the 
Muhadetheen and Mufasereen; Imaam Bukhari Aan jildile. Imaam 
Muslim > '43l: Imaam Abu Haneefah 4«> lle: Imaam Maalik 
dea plidile. Tmaam Muhammad Wile: Imaam Shafi +J!le- 
Imaam Ahmed Ibnu Hanbal *@ 4: Imaam Zufr *>Jlule- 
Imaam Abu Yusuf ***J!4#¢; the Awliyaa Kiraam; Sheikh Abdul 
Qadir Jelani +*>J!43!; Baayazeed Bustani +> '4:!; Bahaaulhaq 
Multani *=J!4le- Sultan Bahu Wile: Sheikh Mueenudeen 
Chisty *sJ!4#!¢ and others, then one will not find in any of their 
practises that they recited Durood and Salaam loudly before and 
after the Athaan. 


People! Understand this much... that if there was reward for reciting 
Durood and Salaam loudly before and after the Athaan, then 
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Sayyadina Bilal ©“) would not have left it out. The Sahaabah 
© SI): the Taabieen + !4ule- the four Imaams +> !4ule and the 
Awliyaa dan yiidile- all of them would have practised upon it too. 
For this reason we conclude that reciting Durood before and 
after the Athaan is not rewarding but rather it is a Bid’ah. 


Whenever someone speaks about Tauheed and the importance of 
spreading Tauheed and the Sunnah; and when the person 
discourages from Bid’ah practises; and when the people who 
indulge in Bid’ah cannot respond constructively to his arguments, 
then they always come up with just one argument to prove that what 
they are doing is indeed correct. Their argument, as always is that 
they are just reciting Durood upon Nabi 552 and Allaah & has 
commanded us in the noble Quraan to recite Durood upon Nabi 
Oe, They claim thus: “See! These Wahhabis are discouraging us 
from reciting Durood... they are rejecting the commandment of 
Allaah 2%.” 


I believe and repeat, that to recite Durood is a commandment of 
Allaah 8 and it is rewarding to recite Durood. If one recites 
Durood once, then Allaah “8 bestows one with ten rewards. Ten of 
his sins are forgiven and one’s stages in Jannah are elevated by ten 
times. Indeed, reciting Durood is rewarding. However, the method 
and place of reciting Durood is a major concern. Wherever and 
whenever Nabi =“ and his noble companions «*“'= did not 
recite Durood, then to do so at such a place and time is indeed 
considered as Bid’ ah. 


For example, if someone slaughters a chicken and instead of reciting 


Sl 4il il = One recites Durood. Then what would one say? Is that 
meat Halaal or Haraam? Obviously, that meat would be Haraam, 
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because the name of Allaah &% was not taken on it. Does this mean 
that one is rejecting Durood? No. 


We are not rejecting the reciting of Durood, but rather we are 
rejecting the time and place of reciting Durood. The time and place 
must be correct. Durood at the time of slaughtering is indeed 
incorrect. 


Another example is that of a person who is performing a Four 
Rakaah Salaah. After two Rakaah when he sits in Tashahud he 
ought to stand up immediately after Tashahud for the third Rakaah. 
However, he thinks to himself that let me recite Durood before 
proceeding into my third Rakaah. Now, you tell me... a person who 
does so intentionally, will his Salaah be correct or incorrect? Surely, 
it will be incorrect and he will have to repeat the Salaah. And, if he 
had done so mistakenly, then he must make Sajdah Sahw (the 
Sajdah for mistakes). 


Ask yourself, why is it that one must make Sajdah Sahw in the 
above situation? The reason is simple. And that is because the 
person has recited Durood in the wrong place and at the wrong time. 
The Shariah has prohibited the recitation of Durood after the 
Tashahud of the 2nd Rakaah in a four Rakaah Salaah. Hence, 
remember that Bid’ah always camouflages itself in actions that seem 
to be rewarding. It shows itself off in the form of Deen whence it is 
an evil in itself. For this reason, a person who indulges in Bid’ah 
considers his actions to be rewarding; a means of attaining the 
closeness to Allaah © and attaining Nabi ABE g pleasure. 
Unless Bid'ah does not take this form people would not be inclined 
towards it. 
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THE ONE WHO INDULGES IN BID'AH DOES NOT HAVE 
THE TAWFEEQ TO MAKE TAUBAH 


In normal situations, a sinner gets the Taufeeq to make Taubah. 
However, the one who indulges in Bid'ah does not. The reason for 
this is that when a person commits a sin he understands his actions 
to be sinful. A person, who commits the sin of Zina, considers Zina 
to be a sin. A person, who steals, considers stealing to be a sin. A 
murderer considers murder to be sinful. A person telling lies 
considers the telling of lies sinful. If he backbites about someone he 
considers the act of backbiting to be a sin. 


Since one considers wrongful acts as sinful, a time will come in his 
life one day when he will make Taubah and repent to Allaah® for 
his actions. 


However, a person who indulges in Bid’ah does not consider his 
Bid’ah actions as sinful. He understands them to be rewarding. 
Therefore, he will not repent for the so-called ‘rewarding’ practices. 
Taubah and repentance happens with sins and not with ‘rewarding’ 
deeds. Nabi #“5<© explains: 


doo cialoe OS ge 4a gill Cae fil 


“Indeed, Allaah®% closes the door of Taubah upon every person 


who practises on Bid’ah” [TIBRANI] 


DEEN IS THAT WHICH NABI << 


APPROVAL UPON 


HAS SEALED HIS 
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All good actions are not necessarily rewarding. Those actions that 
we consider to be good by our own thinking will not necessarily 
mean that they are truly rewarding. In fact good deeds that are 
rewarding are only those that are proven by Nabi ~“3+£ and practiced 
by the Sahaabah +" 4, 


No matter how good our actions may seem to be outwardly, they 
will not be rewarding unless they are sealed and approved by Nabi 


yee ‘ eee 
ambate and his Sahaabah +© 4», 


AN NOTEWORTHY INCIDENT OF THREE SAHAABAHS 


agi dil a) 


You must have heard of the famous incident of the three Sahaabahs 
eee l=) who came to the noble wives of Nabi Rr and asked them: 
“Tell us about how Nabi == passed his night? How did he fast? 
And, what was his manner of Ibaadah (worship)? Etc?” 


The noble wives of Nabi <2 replied: “Nabi ae slept for a little 
while during the nights and then he made some Ibaadah (worship) 
for a little while. He fasted for a few days and he ate on some days.” 


The three Sahaabahs +* “'~»» decided amongst nae that there 
ene a great difference between them and Nabi “52. As for Nabi 
28552, he is the Nabi and beloved of Allaah “%. It is okay for him to 
act in this manner. As for us, we are just normal people who need to 


exert ourselves much more. So, one of them said: 
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“T take an oath in the name of Allaah *8% that as from today; I will 
not sleep at night. I will make Ibaadah throughout the night.” 


The second one said: “I take an oath that I will not marry for the rest 
of my life. Rather, I will worship Allaah 8% in seclusion.” 


The third one said: “I take an oath in the name of Allaah #% 
will fast for the rest of my life.” 


Respected reader! Outwardly it seems as if the three of them had 
decided on doing honourable deeds. However, do you know what 
had happened? When Nabi «“5 learnt of their intentions he became 
angry and exclaimed: “Do you think that you could become more 
pious than I? Do you think that you could have more fear of Allaah 
& in your hearts than I? Look at me! I sleep at night for a little 
while and I make Ibaadah too. I fast on some days and I eat on some 
days. And, I also marry women. Therefore, I command you to break 
your oaths and pay compensation for it.” 


We learn from this incident that no matter how good a deed may 
seem to be, it does not necessarily mean that it is a good deed. Only 
those actions that were sanctioned by Nabi 2 and the 
Sahaabah « “~~ are considered good deeds and rewarding. 


SAYYADINA ALI “©“++ HAS MADE SUCH AN 
OUTSTANDING REMARK 


Understand the matter even better with another incident. The fourth 
Khalifa who was the son — in — law of Nabi 52, Sayyadina Ali 
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dicate), Once saw a person performing some Nafl (optional) Salaah 
before the Eid Salaah. (You must know that there is no Nafl Salaah 
to be performed before the Eid Salaah. Yes however, after the Eid 
Salaah it is permitted at home). 


So, Sayyadina Ali *“\-* stopped the person from performing his 
Nafl Salaah. The person remarked: 


Cader Y cba Ail Cyl ale! (ol gate gel yal L 
g gluall , te 
“O Ameerul Mumineen! I know very well that Allaah 3& 
punish for performing Salaah.” 


Upon the man’s statement, Sayyadina Ali ©“ said such a 
wonderful thing. He said: 


dil gw) Ake cs ced le citt Y ak! 


= does not reward anyone 


“T also know very well that Allaah ® 
i . due ” 
for actions that were not done or sanctioned by Nabi =“ 


ches ghd aba al ya Cunlly ie uti gla gi 
alas gle atl ctu ail c} guy) chill! a, 


“Your Salaah has become an innovation (vain/ futile), and 
innovations (vain/ futile) are Haraam (forbidden). Allaah 8% may 
perhaps even punish you for acting contrary to the teachings of 
Nabi -“s2.” [Nathmul Bayaan] 
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THE STATEMENT OF SAEED BIN MUSAYYAB #343 


In the same context of the above incident that occurred with 
Sayyadina Ali **“\-+., there is another incident of Saeed bin 
Musayyab dem sidtle He once saw a person performing Nafl 
Salaah after Asr. So he corrected him telling him that what he was 
doing was wrong. The man said: “What! Will Allaah 88 punish me 
for performing Salaah?” 


His statement was the same as the statement that is made by those 
who indulge in Bid’ah, that there is nothing wrong in performing 
Salaah and there is no sin in performing Nafl Salaah. “I am not 
doing an evil action by which Allaah 8% would punish me.” 


Saeed bin Musayyab #4342 replied: 
Adal] alas ching Sg Y 


“No, but Allaah 8 would punish you for acting contrary to the 
Sunnah.” [DAARMY, P26] 


In other words, he was doing such an action which he thought was 
‘ . ; ‘ © diye 

rewarding, but in reality it was not proven by Nabi +3. Thus such 

actions are never considered to be acts of reward. 


SAYYADINA ABDULLAAH BIN UMAR’S “««#\+=) TAQWA 
(PIETY) AND STATEMENT 
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Respected reader! I am narrating some incidents for you that 
occurred in the early period of Islaam, which was known as the 
‘Quroon e Ula’ (the best of Islaamic periods), so that you may 
understand how the evil of Bid’ah creeps into society. We must 
come to terms with the fact that every good deed is not necessarily 
rewarding. Every action must be sanctioned by Nabi 22 and it 
must be found in his Sunnah for it to become acceptable in Islaam. 
Otherwise, such actions would invite the wrath of Allaah ®s. 


Let us open up the discussion even more by examining some of the 
sayings of Sayyadina Abdullaah bin Umar ©“. who was the son 
of the famous second Khalifa of Islaam, Sayyadina Umar bin 
Khattab #4), 


1. Sayyadina Abdullah bin Umar **“\=.’s student, Mujaahid 
Aaa piidtle says: “My teacher, Sayyadina Abdullaah bin Umar 
dic aia) became blind towards the end of his life. I often helped him 
walk towards the Masjid for Salaah. One day, when we entered the 
Masjid just after the Athaan, a person started calling out 
‘Salaah! Salaah!’ (He was announcing to the people that it was the 
time for the Salaah and that they must hasten a bit). 


When Sayyadina Abdullaah bin Umar “©“t-*) heard this he said: 
“Stupid! Was the announcement for Salaah in the Athaan itself not 
sufficient enough for the people?” Muyjaahid Aas yiasle says that 
thereafter Sayyadina Abdullaah bin Umar #*“~. told me: 


Ac) obs G6 Ga 2 sl 


"Take me away from here because Bid’ah is practised here, and I 
will not perform Salaah where Bid'ah is practised." 
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[Abu Dawood] 


In another narration in Tirmithi the wording is as follows: 
Ag hua al & winell Is aie ye La x yd! 


"Take me away from here because I will not perform Salaah 
where there is a person who practises on Bid'ah." 


[Tirmithi] 


Respected reader! Have you seen what had happened with the 
person who called the people to Salaah? He did not even swear at 
anyone and nor did he say any bad things to anyone. Outwardly, it 
seemed as if he did not do anything wrong. All he had done was that 
he called the people towards the great Ibaadah of Salaah. It was like 
he was practising on the Hadith: 


alli stl ke lal 


"The one who calls towards a good deed is as if he had done it 
himself." 


Be that as it may, Sayyadina Abdullaah bin Umar **“\- called 
him a 'Bidaty' and he did not even perform his Salaah in that Masjid. 


2. The same Mujahid Aas slide says: “One day I came into the 
Masjid Nabawi and saw that Sayyadina Abdullaah bin Umar #*4\.=) 


was sitting near the room of Sayyadatina Aisha #* 4H #2” 
...and some people were performing Salaah Dhuha in the Masjid. 


2D 


We asked Sayyadina Ibnu Umar “©“\~*» about them (that how is it 
for people to especially gather in the Masjid for Salaah Dhuha? Ibnu 


Umar “©“.= replied: Ac 24 "it is Bid'ah.” [Bukhari and Muslim] 


Imaam Nawawi + 4!¢ has commented on this point thus: 
Ac 3 Ugh Leta 'y Is dare ist Ls lel al bal ye 
de peal $ ghiuc Cea al ‘J 


"this means that for people to especially gather in the Masjid to 
perform Salaah Dhuha is Bid’ah.” [Nawawi Sharh Muslim] 


He did not say that Salaah Dhuha in itself is Bid’ ah. 


3. Another student of Sayyadina Ibnu Umar **“\-*, Sayyadina 
Naafi #4 says: “Once a person sneezed and said: 


dal SJ oury coke aDlaall sufi seal 


“All praises are due to Allaah and may peace be upon Allaah’s 
Rasul.” 


Upon hearing this, Sayyadina Ibnu Umar “*“\-> said: 


dil Qigua) ge aDlully dt at! Jal 
“IT also say these blessed words, because they are such wonderful 


words and they are words that cool the eyes; and they are also 
soothing to the heart. However, 
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alan gle il bose il J gin y Gel [Sle Qual 


This was not what Nabi had taught us. When you recited these 
words at the time and occasion (of sneezing) was not appropriate. 


Ja JK cle dt aoa! cgi (yl Liske 


When sneezing, Nabi abet taught us to recite ‘all praises are due to 
Allaah’ for all occasions. [TIRMITHT] 


Let us ponder for a moment, words such as: 


Ga ea 


‘May peace be upon Allaah’s Rasul’ 


These are such pure and wonderful words, but Sayyadina Ibnu 
Umar**“-=. did not like it when it was recited at the time of 
sneezing. And, why? For the only reason that Nabi-2's2 said 
‘Alhamdulillah’. To recite just the words of Nabi “SE is the 
actual requirement of Deen. If someone adds some other words 
after saying ‘Alhamdulillah’, then there will not be any reward for 
him in that. In fact it would be considered Bid’ah and leading one 
astray. 


From this we have learnt that every good deed is not rewarding and 
beneficial. Only such deeds would be considered rewarding and 
significant, those that were approved by Nabi ae. 
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THE FATWA OF ABDULLAAH BIN MASOOD “«4==.2 


There is an incident mentioned about Sayyadina Abdullaah Bin 
Masood “#2, who was a famous Sahaabi (companion) of Nabi 
“2. One day, someone came to him and told him that there are 
certain people who recite ‘“Subhaanallaah; Allaahu Akbar and 
Alhamdulillah’ \oudly after every Salaah. 


HINIAWY 81 21 dl Glaus 


“Glory be to Allaah; Allaah is the greatest; there is none worthy of 
worship but Allaah.” 


Now let us ponder for a moment... these people were reciting 
‘Subhaanallaah; Allaahu Akbar and Alhamdulillah’ because Nabi 
SE had taught us to recite these words after every Salaah. The 
recitation of these words and its amounts are proven in the Sunnah 
of Nabi 82, However, the only addition these people had made 
was that they were reciting these words loudly. 


Sayyadina Abdullaah Bin Masood **“s*> went to investigate. He 
saw that they were reciting these words loudly and counting the 
amounts on little pebbles. (Just like how some people nowadays 
make loud Thikr after every Salaah in the Masjid.) 


Sayyadina Abdullaah Bin Masood +*“\*) asked them: “What are 
you doing?” 


They replied: “We are glorifying; praising and elevating the name of 


Allaah © 
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Sayyadina Abdullaah Bin Masood #©#-=. said: 
dis] ase U8 38 ya ad Cpe g (8 6 388 18 9 (ps 
gills Cyl 
“Whosoever amongst you knows who I am, you know me. And 


whosoever does not know who I am, then let it be known that I am 
Abdullah Bin Masood.” 


“T was a close assistant of Nabi wa and I prepared the Wudhu- 
water, the Miswaak and the Musallaa for our beloved Nabi ia 
Concerning me, Nabi 8552 has said: “On the day of Qiyaamah my 


thin legs would be even thicker and heavier than the mount of 
Uhud.” 


5 Pere) 2 gba Cpl Sian ee 
“Whatever Abdullah Bin Masood tells you accept it as the truth.” 


After introducing himself to the people he said: 


dilace oY gh Sls & gual Le dene Lal Ly Saas 
pS al Aly aS al AL ISL» (5 sil she Si 
“Shame on you, O Ummah of Nabi 2527 How quickly you have 


fallen into destructive actions whilst you still have living amongst 
you so many of the Sahaabah +* *<, And, whilst the clothing of 


Nabi aoe ’s has not gone old; and his blessed utensils in his house 
have still not yet broken.” [SUNNAN DAARMY] 
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Thereafter, he pronounced the following Fatwa: 
oat abl Y cgi 
“T take an oath in the name of that being who has no partners...” 
“Indeed, you have innovated a dark Bid’ah...” 


[MAJAALISUL ABRAAR]] 


“By acting in this way, you are claiming to be more guided than 
Nabi «252 and the Sahaabah © *\<~.” 


Then he said: 


acdc aii xa] 
cgolac: 1 alin 


“Indeed, you have innovated a horrendous Bid’ah.” 


“What! have you exceeded in Knowledge than Nabi 52 and the 
Sahaabah + #2???” [AHKAAMUL AHKAAM] 


Respected reader! Think for a moment... imagine how much of 
rewards there are for reciting: 


Bil asl yl il. ati est Ail las 
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These words are such blessed and honourable words indeed. There 
are sO many rewards for reciting them. However, when those people 
changed a little, the method and format of reciting these blessed 
words, then Sayyadina Abdullaah Bin Masood “«“t-) considered 
them to be astray. He passed a Fatwaa of ‘darkness’ and 
‘horrendous’ on them. Why? 


The reason is simple. No matter how blessed words may be; and 
how great actions may seem, but until they are not found in the 
Sunnah lifestyle of Nabi “2 and his noble Sahaabah + #' such 
actions are regarded as false and against the way of Nabi ae, 


ANOTHER INCIDENT RELATING TO SAYYADINA 
ABDULLAAH BIN MASOOD #45 


Once, Sayyadina Abdullaah Bin Masood +*“\* saw a group of 
people reciting LAA ILAAHA ILLALLAH and Durood Shareef 
loudly in the Masjid. He passed a Fatwaa on them saying: 


Cpe athe “Y! aS! yl Le 
“T regard you as Bidatys” 


Thereafter, he removed them from the Masjid. Meaning that their 


; ‘ . ype ‘ 
action was not proven in the Sunnah of Nabi “5 and his Sahabah 
agic Pin oS) . 


WE OFTEN DEMONSTRATE THE OPPOSITE NOWADAYS 


Sayyadina Abdullaah Bin Masood *©#~*) disliked and removed the 
people from the Masjid for reciting the Kalimah and Durood Shareef 
loudly in the Masjid. Today, unfortunately we act in the opposite. 
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Instead of removing such people from the Masjid, we remove those 
who do not practise as such. 


THE CONCLUDING MESSAGE FOR ALL OF THESE 
INCIDENTS 


All of the incidents and Fatwaas that I have elucidated above 
regarding the Sahabah + “'—= have opened up the matter now even 
clearer to us. The underlining factor is that whatever action we wish 
to do, we must first investigate and see if it was practised upon by 
Nabi “852 and the Sahabah +©4!, Either they must have done it 
themselves or they must have told others to do it. If it is so, then 
such actions would be regarded as the Deen and authentic, worthy of 
rewards and Allaah ®%’s Mercy. 


However, if it is not so that neither Nabi “2 nor the Sahabah 
ee 2) practised such actions nor did they even hint towards its 
approval, then such actions would be regarded as Bid’ah and 
ignorance. No matter how wonderful and good it may seem. Such 
actions attract the wrath of Allaah 3. 


DISLIKING BID’AH - IN THE LIGHT OF THE 
AHAADEETH 


There is no doubt in the fact that after Shirk (polytheism), Nabi 
se rejected and disliked Bid’ah more than any other sin. And, in 
this time it is all the more important to oppose Bid’ah, because 
through it the originality and authenticity of Deen weakens. There 


remains no control over differentiating between the truth and the 
falsehood. 
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In addition, for the onlooker it brings about a sense of superiority 
over Nabi “25s and the Sahabah +*#<), That they did not know 
about these rewarding and spiritually elevating actions. Had they 
known about it they would have gained all the rewards too. In other 
words, they have missed out in achieving these great rewards that 
we are getting for practicing on these actions. Such a sense of 
superiority is indeed damaging to one’s Imaan. 


HADEETH 1 
NABI DEFINES BID’ AH 


Let us study the Hadeeth that was narrated by Sayyidah Aisha 
gic ail = Many doubts and objections are cleared from it. 
Sayyidah Aisha #* 4! =. narrates that Nabi “= said: 


35 g@f Ado Cjaal Le [Sle U pel (8 Choa (ye 


“Whosoever innovates in Islaam something that is not from us 
(proven), it is rejected.” [BUKHARI AND MUSLIM] 


el! pce 
In other narrations, instead of the word os io the word 


Lys = is used. The Muhadetheen have interpreted the word 


+ + 7 yi + 

Lys | oe to meanf~ y US ost meaning in the Deen of 
Islaam. [Check FATHUL BAARY for more details. Pg 231 
SIRAAJUL MUNEER pg 220] 
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From the above Hadeeth we learn that Nabi “= has defined Bid’ah 
to be only those actions that are related to Deen. As for modern 
technology such as motor’ vehicles; buses; _ trucks; 
telecommunications; etc, these are not part of religion. They are 
merely used for fulfilling our worldly needs. Hence, these are not 
regarded as Bid’ah and people too do not consider these as acts of 
rewards and virtuous. Only those actions would be considered 
Bid’ah which are regarded as virtuous and rewarding. 


HADEETH 2 


A FURTHER EXPLANATION 


It was the noble practice of Nabi {Ce to say in the Jumuah 


Khutbah: 
dere (So perdi! ys 
SS g Lgttinme yell | yt g ok ms dis ae 
AMhts dea 


“The best of books is the book of Allaah S85. The best of guidance 
is the guidance of Muhammad “*-«. The worst of actions are 
innovations; and every innovation is misleading.” 


[MUSLIM & MISHKAAT] 


Let us study this Hadeeth for a moment. Nabi 252 has compared 
his life; his Sunnah; and his noble way by explaining that whatever 
we innovate in the Deen which is not found in his guidance; in his 
way of life; and in the Deen that he has brought to humankind; that 
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would be regarded as Bid’ah. And, every form of innovation is 
misleading, which is the cause of one’s entry into Jahannam. 


What we also learn is that all innovations are not Bid’ah. Only those 
are Bid’ah that are in contradiction to the teachings of the noble 
Qur’aan and the Sunnah of Nabi “=. 


The third point we learn from the above Hadeeth is that 


ADs Ac A os. “every Bid’ah is misleading.” This would 
mean that the separation of ‘Bid’ah Hasanah (the good Bid’ah) 
and Bid’ah Sayyi’ah (the bad Bid’ah) would be incorrect. 
However, this is not true; because here Nabia®se specifically refers 
to ‘Bid’ah Sharee’ and none of the types of ‘Bid’ah Sharee’ are 
Hasanah (good). In fact all the types of Bid’ah that are regarded as 
part of the Deen and considered virtuous would fall under the 
category of “‘Dhalaalah’ (misleading). 


HADEETH 3 


THE DEEDS OF A BID’ ATY ARE NOT ACCEPTED 


Sayyadina Huthayfah +=“) narrates from Nabi wae 


Noo Sglue Yoo be ge dow inl wit! hin Y 
‘J ace ‘Jog La pu ‘Yq lolga Yoo B poe Yoo dBi 


Opell Gyo Eyes SS LS abbey Cpe oka 
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"Allaah does not accept the fast; the Salaah; the charity; the 
Umrah; the Jihaad; and the just decision of the one who indulges in 
Bid’ah. He comes out of Islaam just as a strain of hair comes out 
from dough.” 


[IBNE MAAJAH] 


We learn that neither his obligatory Ibaadah is accepted nor his Nafl 
(optional) Ibaadah. 


Respected reader! People often pass remarks about the Ulama that 
they are narrow-minded. When they (the Ulama) tell us that certain 
of our actions are not accepted by Allaah®, then we respond by 
saying that these Ulama pass the Fatwa of Kufr on people for such 
small things. 


Ponder over this Hadeeth for a moment and you will learn what 
Nabi “2552 has taught us. He says that all of the actions of a person 
who indulges in Bid’ah are not accepted. (To recite Durood loudly 
before and after the Athaan; to hold gatherings at the grave-side; to 
celebrate and mourn on special days and occasions over the pious 
people; to hold Khatams; to celebrate Meelad; and to cover; wash 
and place flowers over the graves.) 


None of his actions are accepted by Allaah® and he comes out of 
Islaam just as the strain of hair comes out of dough. 


Now let us ask ourselves the following question: Which Aalim has 
passed such a Fatwaa? Did I (the writer) pass such a Fatwaa? Did 
some organization pass such a Fatwaa? Or was it perhaps some 
speaker who made such a statement in his speech? No, this Fatwaa 
was made and passed by none other then the Chief of all the 
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Ambiyaa %£\, the final Rasul of Allaah @ 


ae yade 


z >, Nabi Muhammad 


HADEETH 4 


DO NOT HONOUR THOSE WHO INDULGE IN BID’ AH 


Sy : 
Nabi ““5se has said: 


abbey] ass gle (le! af Fess Gli By (ye 


“Whosoever honours a person who indulges in Bid’ah has indeed 
contributed towards the fall (destruction) of Islaam.” 
[MISHKAAT] 


Those of us who are victims of concepts such as ‘Inter-grouping’ 
and ‘Inter-dialogue’ should ponder over this Hadeeth for a moment. 
We do not find anything wrong in performing Salaah behind a 
Bid’aty Imaam. Is this not ‘honouring’ the one who indulges in 
Bid’ah? Nabi “<2 has in fact prohibited us from honouring 
Bid’ atys. 


HADEETH 5 


THOSE WHO INDULGE IN BID’AH WILL BE DEPRIVED 
FROM THE FOUNTAIN OF KAUTHER 


Every Muslim wishes to be amongst the fortunate ones who will be 
receiving water from the hands of Nabic“5 at the Fountain of 
Kauther. However, the person who indulges in Bid’ah would be 
deprived from such an honour and he would be chased away from 
the Fountain of Kauther. 


od 


Nabi = says: “I will be the first one to reach the Fountain of 
Kauther... whosoever from amongst my Ummah comes to the 
Fountain of Kauther and has a sip of its water, will never again in 
his life become thirsty... 


las} Lak al 


“He will never become thirsty again for eternity.” 


Thereafter, I will see some people coming to the Fountain of 
Kauther. Suddenly a barrier will appear between me and them. I will 
call out: 


pelea! pli! 
“These are mine! These are mine!” 
ss ag 
“They seem to be from amongst my Sahaabah.” 


Allow them to come with me! 


The angels will remark: 
Ghat gil Le ce at Y alll 


“You do not know what new things they had come up with in the 
Deen after your demise.” 


[BUKHARI] 


Upon hearing this, I will say: 
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“May he be cursed! May he be cursed! He who innovates and 
brings about new things in the Deen.” 


HADEETH 6 


BID’ AH CAUSES THE SUNNAH TO BE LEFT ASIDE 


The one who practises on Bid’ah is deprived from drinking of the 
Fountain of Kauther; he is deprived from the mercy of Allaah 8; 
and he attracts the wrath of Allaah &. 


In addition to all of the above losses and deprivations, Nabi ““5s 
has also included another grave warning: 


Sata Lisl (ya glia aby Yio a gd Choa Le 
dos Sloan! ye ek Ai 


“Whichever nation introduces an innovation in the Deen, the 
same amount of Sunnah practises are lifted away from them. Hence, 
holding fast onto the Sunnah is better than introducing 
innovations. ” 


[MUSNAD AHMED] 


Respected reader! When we reflect over our surroundings and the 
innovations that we practise upon, then we come to understand the 
reality of true meaning of the above Hadeeth. We find that the 
Sunnah gradually leaves us. 
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For example, where Durood is recited loudly before and after the 
Athaan, the Dua after Athaan is left out (which is a Sunnah). 
Similarly, the correct Sunnah practise is that when the Athaan is 
called out and when the Muathin says the name of Nabi Red then 
we must recite Durood. However, instead of reciting Durood upon 
Nabi aS, those who indulge in Bid’ah practices start kissing their 
thumbs and they leave out the actual recitation of Durood. 


Moreover, the correct Sunnah practice is that the graves must be 
plain and without any dressings over them, and they must be not 
higher than a span in height. However, those who indulge in Bid’ah 
practices leave out the Sunnah and place a covering over the graves 
instead. They act contrary to the Sunnah. 


Age ty (lg pill pomerny (yl dil Cl gan y 2) 
ddle, ans ()] 


. dp are F ‘ ; 
“Nabi “5-2 prohibited from making the grave firm and erecting 
structures over it.” 


[MUSLIM AND MISHKAAT] 


Abul Hayaaj Asadi + J'43l¢ was an army officer and a trusted 
student of Sayyadina Ali “«#“t-*», Once, Sayyadina Ali “«“i) said 
to him: 
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dil he ail J gat y dle cts Le le then! 
[yb Vig Alaale YI Ylied ga Y yl abun Ae 
aly gua YI La ya 

“Should I not hand over a task to you, which Nabi-#'=2 had 


- alee. : 
handed over to me? Nabi-+*# instructed me to destroy all animated 
pictures and forms; and he ordered me to flatten the graves.” 


Another Sunnah practise that is left out by those who indulge in 
Bid’ ah, is the Sunnah of standing by the graveside at the position of 
the deceased’s feet - after he/she is buried and the grave is covered 
with sand — to recite the opening and closing Rukoos of Surah 
Bagarah; and then, to make Dua of forgiveness for the deceased. 
However, on this occasion, those who indulge in Bid’ah practices, 
instead of doing this they practice on calling out the Athaan. Hence, 
the Sunnah of reciting the opening and closing Rukoos of Surah 
Bagarah is left out. 


Similarly, the correct Sunnah practice when going to the graveyard 
is to learn and take a lesson of death; and to make Dua of 
forgiveness for the dwellers of the Qabrastaan. However, such a 
thought does not even come to the minds of those who indulge in 
Bid’ah practices. They, instead of asking for the deceased’s 
forgiveness, ask the decease for their forgiveness. Hence, since this 
practice has become the norm the correct Sunnah practice of asking 


Allaah &’s forgiveness is left out. 
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In the same way, when we perform the Janaazah Salaah for the 
deceased, then the correct Sunnah practice is that we must first make 
the Niyyah (intention) for Janaazah Salaah, which is read with four 
Takbeers. This is Fardh Alal Kifaayah (an obligatory act upon the 
community). Thereafter, to recite Thanaa for Allaah®: then to 
recite Durood for Nabia2s: and then to make Dua for the deceased. 
This is the method to be practiced upon all deceased persons. 
Whether the deceased is a Wali or a Peer; whether he is an Aalim or 
a Zaahid; whether he is a pious person or a Shaheed; whether he is 
an Imaam or a Layman; or whether it be a Sahaabi or a Taabiee. In 
the Janaazah Salaah the Dua is made for the deceased and not from 
the deceased. However, those who indulge in Bid’ah do not even 
consider this Sunnah practice. They ask the deceased to fulfill their 
needs instead. 


If we, the recitors of the Kalimah, laa ilaaha illallaah, truly love our 
beloved Nabi ane, then it is compulsory upon us to act in 
accordance with the Noble way shown to us by Nabi S32 in all of 
our actions. Be it in our Ibaadats (worships); our Muaamalaats (day 
to day dealings); our weddings; our sad occasions; in our Athaans 
and Takbeers; in our Eid and Janaazah Salaahs; in our burials and 
mournings; our trades; etc. Hence, in all of our activities we must 
follow the correct Sunnah of our beloved Nabi See and his noble 
companions, the Sahaabah «* “'+», because whatever they had done 
was the true practise of Deen. 


Whatever is done contrary to this and if it is not proven in the lives 
of Nabi ae and the Sahaabah +*#'+=., then that would not be 
regarded as the Deen. No matter how attractive and inviting it may 
seem, there will be no reward for doing it. It would be considered a 
Bid’ah (innovation) instead, and it would attract the wrath of Allaah 
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May Allaah ®% protect us from all Bid’ah practices and may He 


: yp been 
make it easy for us to act on the Sunnah of Nabi “5-2. Ameen 


Translation Edited by 
Mufti A. H. Elias 
1428/ 2007 


THE END 
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